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Columbus Commons announced by Capitol South

Shade Trees, Grass and Mixed-Use Neighborhood

to Replace Empty Mall

tc "Via Colori Issues Call For Sponsors"
City Center mall is no more; long live Columbus Commons and the lush, tree-shaded development that will boost the economy, raise property values and serve as a central gathering place downtown.

Guy Worley, CEO of Capitol South, today joined Mayor Michael B. Coleman, City Auditor Hugh Dorrian and Council President Michael C. Mentel in making the announcement that, starting this spring, City Center mall will be completely demolished and replaced by mixed-use development and green space.

“We are starting with a clean and green slate for this site, which is unusual in the development world, but the perfect solution for this site,” said Worley. “Eventually, we will create an entirely new neighborhood – Columbus Commons – with residential, retail, office and entertainment uses that will change the face of Downtown Columbus.”

Located just south of the Ohio Theater, the Fifth Third Center and the Hyatt on Capitol Square, the approximately nine-acre site will be leveled to bare ground in less than a year.

“This is a transformative announcement for downtown and all of Columbus,” said Mayor Michael B. Coleman. “Turning a closed, empty bunker into a public gathering place and mixed-use development will serve as a catalyst for economic growth while improving the quality of life for people who live and work downtown.”

By 2010, the area will have become a park with seating and common areas that could initially remind visitors of Bryant Park in New York, and later following mixed-use development, more closely resemble McFerson Commons in the Arena District. Both parks were reference points during the planning process for Columbus Commons.

The plan announced today anticipates multiple phases, starting with residential units above street-level retail along High Street that fits into the Mile on High concept championed by Mayor Coleman.  It also envisions a return to a more pedestrian-friendly street grid and an improved landscape that also enhances walkability.

“Every great American city has green space integrated into the urban environment, which enhances the quality of life for residents and visitors,” said Council President Michael C. Mentel.  “Columbus Commons will be a tremendous addition to the growing list of downtown amenities that will help define us as a city.”

The initial phase of the Columbus Commons project, which includes demolition of the current structure, preparation of the site for redevelopment and creation of a park, is expected to cost approximately $15-20 million.
As a green, jobs-producing, shovel-ready project and one of central Ohio’s top priorities for revitalization, Capitol South will apply for federal stimulus funding.

By investing in basic infrastructure and green space on an existing site downtown, this project will help combat urban sprawl and improve quality of life and transportation efficiency. Capitol South can begin work within 90 days.

This figure does not include subsequent private or public investment that may occur, which is estimated to exceed $100 million.

Background

In December 2007, the board of directors of Capitol South selected The Georgetown Company as its development manager in order to prepare a Master Development Plan for the 8.9-acre City Center site.

During this period, MSI Design was also engaged to create an Urban Design Study illustrating ideas for a phased mixed-use development and related technical issues, using The Georgetown Company’s concept as its basis.

Today’s announcement is the culmination of this planning process, taking into account not only the professional opinions of experts in architecture and development, but also those of the community at large including the many ideas published online, in magazines, newspapers, on television, and spoken at public meetings.

Capitol South is taking on this new project in the midst of a streak of successful downtown revitalization projects including two new parking garages, 5,000 new apartments and condominiums, the upcoming Scioto Mile riverfront park and the nearby Grange Insurance Audubon Center, all of which are part of the city’s Downtown Business Plan.

The City of Columbus is helping lead the implementation of the Downtown Business Plan with the Columbus Downtown Development Corporation and local businesses.  This year marks the seventh year of the ten-year plan to bring new investment, energy and activity into downtown as the city approaches its bicentennial in 2012.

About Capitol South

Capitol South Community Urban Redevelopment Corporation is a private, non-profit development corporation designed to lead city-changing projects. The Board of Directors is made up of senior business and institutional leaders who have a strong commitment to the downtown revitalization. Created in 1974 to revitalize and redevelop the area just south of Capitol Square, the organization owns the structure known as City Center mall, and is now aligned with the Columbus Downtown Development Corporation and focused on making Downtown Columbus one of the most attractive center cities in the United States. 
Visit www.downtowncolumbus.com for more information about Downtown Columbus.
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