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07.  3-C MULTI-MODAL STATION 

Now is the time to begin planning for a permanent and iconic Multi-Modal Station 
that takes full advantage of its location in Downtown Columbus to be a hub for not 
only transportation, but also activity. Located in the midst of the Greater Columbus 
Convention Center, the multi-modal station would be a draw for conventioneers from 
around the state and daily commuter trafÞ c would help to stimulate not only street level 
activity, but also enliven the existing retail that is part of the Ohio Center. 

Planned properly, a Multi-Modal Station would provide Columbus with access to not 
only national and regional rail systems, but it could also act as the hub for commuter 
rail. With the implementation of the 3-C corridor, the community conversation about 
light rail and streetcars should be revived. This  location would be highly utilized by 
commuters, visitors, OSU students and downtown residents. Improving local, regional 
and national connectivity, and embracing alternative transportation will be essential to 
the future success of both downtown and the region. 

• The City should continue to work with ODOT and the FCCFA in the implementation 
of the 3-C rail station at the Convention Center to serve initial service.

• Once service is established and when it is proposed for expansion, the City should 
work with ODOT and the FCCFA to explore a larger, iconic rail station. Plans should 
accommodate future light rail and streetcar service through and/or adjacent to this 
facility.

• COTA should work with ODOT to ensure supporting bus service is timed and routed 
to support the rail schedule. FCCFA should work with taxi service providers as well. 
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Figure 25 - Proposed Multi Modal Station
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IMPROVING LOCAL, REGIONAL AND NATIONAL RAIL 
CONNECTIVITY IS ESSENTIAL TO THE FUTURE OF 
DOWNTOWN AND THE REGION AS A WHOLE


