
DOWNTOWN TODAY
Downtown Today is an examination of existing conditions throughout Downtown Columbus. 
This section addresses: land use and ownership, connectivity, open space, parking, residential 
development and density, employment, and visitors and attractions. This planning exercise both 
identifi es opportunities and challenges and provides the foundation for developing planning 
principles, identifying conceptual catalytic projects and drafting implementation strategies.   

2010 DOWNTOWN COLUMBUS
STRATEGIC PLAN  
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INTRODUCTION

Downtown Columbus is a dynamic, ever-changing urban environment that has 
experienced a signifi cant amount of reinvestment and repopulation over the past decade 
and shows no signs of stopping. With the addition of Huntington Park, the Arena District 
is now a year-round hub of sports and entertainment activity. The innovative Cap at 
Union Station provides a seamless connection along High Street connecting the Short 
North to the Downtown. Gay Street has been revitalized as a two-way street and is 
home to numerous independent restaurants, bars and shops. The CDDC has renovated 
the former Lazarus department store into a premier, “green” offi ce building. Two new 
parking garages have opened in the last year to support new development. Spurred by 
the incentives created by the 2002 Downtown Business Plan, dozens of residential infi ll 
and rehabilitation projects have added more than 2,000 residents downtown—the fi rst 
increase in population since 1950. 

Leading up to the City’s Bicentennial in 2012, Downtown Columbus will have a new 
riverfront park along the Scioto Mile, Columbus Commons will have replaced City 
Center Mall, a new Franklin County Courthouse will be open, and two new bridges 
will be built over the Scioto River. Even in a down economy, there are more than 600 
housing units currently planned, under construction or recently opened in Downtown 
Columbus. Work is also slated to start on several new projects, including a new full-
service convention center hotel, the rebuilding the entire I-70/I-71 South Innerbelt 
highway system, and the potential return of rail service with the 3-C Connector that is 
being studied. 

Downtown is also the hub of government, commercial and entertainment activity in 
the region. It is home to numerous assets including the Greater Columbus Convention 
Center, the Arena District, the State House, COSI, the Columbus Museum of Art, the 
Main Branch of the Columbus Public Library, offi ce skyscrapers, numerous theaters, City 
Hall and the Franklin County Government Complex. 

Despite recent and planned reinvestment and these signifi cant assets and attractions, 
Downtown Columbus does not feel consistently vibrant and active. In part, this is due to 
the sheer size of downtown. It is diffi cult to energize the entirety of its 960 acres. While 
Downtown Columbus has several successful districts and independent success stories, 

DOWNTOWN TODAY

IN ORDER TO BE TRULY SUCCESSFUL, DOWNTOWN 
NEEDS TO DEVELOP A CRITICAL MASS OF 
INTERCONNECTED RESIDENTIAL DENSITY, 
PEDESTRIAN ACTIVITY, ARTS AND CIVIC 
ATTRACTIONS, AND RETAIL DESTINATIONS.

More than 250 residential units are being built east of 4th Street as part of the Neighborhood Launch project.

Huntington Park opened in spring 2009 in the Arena District and was named the best new ballpark in the country.

little thought has been given to how to better connect these areas and combine planning 
efforts into a singular, cohesive vision for Downtown Columbus. 
Though there have been numerous downtown planning efforts conducted over the past 
several decades, there is still no overall comprehensive downtown plan that acts as a 
framework for growth. Currently, all of Downtown Columbus is zoned as “downtown 
district.” The Downtown Commission uses this code to guide its decision making 
process when reviewing new developments. While the code allows for substantial 
design freedom, the Downtown Commission and the City do not have an overall plan 
that provides the necessary context and guidance for the Commission to properly and 
effectively review development proposals.   

Due to the lack of an overall plan and other factors, there has been no comprehensive 
approach to redevelopment. Housing development has increased, but it is spread across 
a large area of downtown, minimizing its impact. Likewise, arts and civic anchors are 
located far apart from one another. There are ample vacant lots, empty buildings and 
abandoned storefronts, especially along South High Street. In order to be truly successful, 
downtown needs to develop a critical mass of interconnected residential density, 
pedestrian activity, arts and civic attractions, and retail destinations. This section will 
examine these issues in greater detail and set the stage for ideas and strategies that help 
create a more cohesive and active urban core.
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DOWNTOWN IS THE HUB OF GOVERNMENT, COMMERCE AND ENTERTAINMENT ACTIVITY IN CENTRAL OHIO.

Downtown remains the employment center of the region.

The Arena District has transformed the former Ohio Penitentiary site into a year-round hub of  sports and 
entertainment activity.

Figure 2 - Downtown Landmarks - 1”=1200’
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