ESTABLISH URBAN FORM

The following proposed density diagram for Downtown Columbus sets three different
minimum building height requirements for areas of downtown.The highest density is
proposed along High Street and Broad Street (District A) and then mid-scale buildings
built around this core area (District B).The rest of the downtown area reflects the current
lower density neighborhood scale (District C). Using these densities and assumptions about
office and residential uses, the planning team was able to forecast a potential build-out of
Downtown Columbus (see Table 8).

District A [
* Primary urban core / downtown commercial district
* Highest densities
» |0+ stories acceptable and additional height encouraged where appropriate.
8+ stories preferred for new development
- Primary destination for downtown office workers, some arts, retail and
entertainment visitors
- Limited residential uses on Broad of High streets, unless within higher density
mixed-use buildings
- Full transit service and walkable
District B [ ]
 Urban density zone - mixed retail, residential, entertainment, office district
* Significant densities required and strong urban character
» 5+ stories preferred for redevelopment
- Primary destination area for downtown visitors/tourists
- Significant residential — best location for true “urban style” living
opportunities
- Transit service in close proximity, but walkable

District C 1
e Urban neighborhood/campus zone — neighborhood residential, institutional,
academic, service-oriented retail and office

* Lower densities allowed with traditional urban character

* 2-5 stories preferred for redevelopment
- Primary education/medical area downtown
- Full transit service and walkable
- Significant residential — transition to adjacent neighborhoods with traditional

neighborhood design

- Some transit service, but walkable
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Figure 42 - Proposed Density Diagram
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STRATEGIES

04 PARKS/OPEN SPACE

Objective

Increase the amount and connectivity of urban green space in Downtown Columbus

by prioritizing park projects, developing green connections, and creating a set of site
standards that leads to the development of high-quality green spaces that occur as public
improvements or as part of private development projects.

Issue

There is a measurable lack of public parks and green space in Downtown Columbus.
Aside from the riverfront park system that has seen significant investment and
improvement over the past decade, the remainder of downtown is devoid of meaningful
green space.What little green space does exist is not clearly or adequately connected to
the surrounding urban fabric.

STRATEGIES

* Continue current and planned park initiatives.

» Establish a network of “green connections” that link existing green
spaces downtown with residential, employment and activity centers.

* Prioritize new parks and green spaces throughout downtown to
increase the amount and quality of green space and provide amenities
to attract new residential development.

*  Ensure the construction of expanded bridges and green caps as
part of the I-70/I-71 project to better connect downtown with its
adjacent neighborhoods.

*  Require the provision of public or private green space as part of all
new major development in the downtown area.

*  Ensure quality, long-term maintenance and programming for all
downtown parks, plazas and event spaces through an endowment and
an entity charged with such duties.

* Implement a public art program in the downtown that targets public
green space and plazas and public facilities.
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As has been demonstrated in the Arena District and elsewhere in urban centers
throughout the country, well-designed and located green space can be a driver of
economic growth and residential development. Urban green space provides a gathering
place for workers, residents and visitors and is an attractive amenity for employers.
New and improved green space can take many forms including space for active and
passive recreation, urban pocket parks, linear networks along public streets, and green
connections that link open spaces together.

Figure 45 - Current Parks and Open Space Diagram - |17=2000’

Green connections should link parks and open space throughout downtown.

Figure 46 - Planned and Proposed Parks and Open Space Diagram - 1”=2000’





